
 

 

 

 

Standlake CE Primary School 

Curriculum Intent 

Our Vision: Let Your Light Shine 

Matthew 5:14–16 

“You are the light of the world… In the same way, let your light shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

Our School Community 

We are a Church of England school community where every member is a light in the 
world, full of unique gifts, potential and purpose. Rooted in our Christian vision, we are 
committed to nurturing an environment in which everyone is encouraged to shine 
brightly in who they are and in all that they do. We value each individual as made in the 
image of God and believe that every child matters. 

Why This Curriculum? 

Our curriculum has been carefully designed to reflect our school’s Christian vision, our 
local context and the needs of the children we serve. We believe that every child is a 
unique light, with individual gifts and potential, and that education should enable them 
to flourish in all aspects of life. 

This curriculum has been chosen and shaped to: 

• Provide high ambition for all, regardless of starting point or background 

• Ensure pupils develop the essential knowledge and skills needed for future 
learning and life 

• Support pupils’ personal growth, wellbeing and character formation 

• Enable children to understand their place in the world and how they can make a 
positive difference 

By rooting learning in our vision Let Your Light Shine, we ensure that academic 
excellence goes hand in hand with compassion, responsibility and service to others. 
Our curriculum reflects our commitment to inclusion, diversity and justice, and 
prepares pupils to thrive in modern Britain. 



Curriculum Intent 

Our curriculum is designed to be ambitious, inclusive and coherent, enabling all pupils 
to flourish academically, socially, emotionally and spiritually. Through our SHINE 
curriculum, we aim high for all learners, providing appropriate challenge and support so 
that every child develops the knowledge, skills and understanding they need to succeed 
in school and in life. 

Our intent is that all pupils: 
• Achieve well across the full breadth of the National Curriculum 
• Develop confidence, resilience and independence as learners 
• Recognise and nurture their individual strengths and talents 
• Grow in character, compassion and a sense of moral responsibility 
• Experience rich, real-world opportunities that connect learning to life 
• Develop critical thinking, communication, collaboration and problem-solving 

skills 
 

Knowledge, Skills and Progression 

Our curriculum is carefully sequenced so that pupils build secure knowledge and skills 
over time. Learning is structured to ensure: 

• Clear progression from Early Years through to Year 6 
• Opportunities to revisit and deepen prior learning 
• Strong foundations in reading, writing and mathematics 
• A broad and balanced curriculum including the arts, humanities, sciences and 

physical education 
This ensures pupils know more, remember more and can do more as they move through 
the school. 

The curriculum is designed to build on children’s prior learning through the use 
of Knowledge, Concepts and Vocabulary Organisers (KCVs). 

 Knowledge is the core element of our curriculum and all our curriculum experiences 
and skills development are centred around subject-based knowledge progression. 
Knowledge acts as ‘building blocks’ of learning, enabling our pupils to make 
relationships to memory and cognition, providing a basis for ‘higher-order’ thinking. It 
also ensures carefully considered design of activities, vocabulary, questions and 
assessment of learning. 

Alongside this, we recognise that skills are essential tools for applying knowledge in 
meaningful ways. Through deliberate practice, modelling and reflection, pupils are 
taught how to think critically, communicate effectively, collaborate with others, and 
solve problems creatively. These skills are embedded within subject disciplines and 



nurtured across the curriculum, enabling children to become confident, capable 
learners who are well-prepared for the challenges of the modern world. 

Principles of Knowledge, Concepts and Vocabulary Organisers: 

Principles 

Principles So that…. 

KCVs are stuck in children’s books at the 
beginning of each unit. These form the 
minimum level of knowledge that all 
children will learn. 

Children, teachers and parents are clear 
about what KCVs are being taught and 
assessed in each unit. 

There is a clear link between the KCV of 
each unit and the sequence of lessons 
which intend to facilitate the learning of 
this content. 

All lessons are designed to teach and 
assess the KCV intended within the unit. 

Each unit contains questioning to support 
an assessment of the KCV 

Teachers know how successful their 
teaching has been and what ‘gaps’ in 
learning need to be addressed. 

 
Attention is paid to any gaps in learning 
uncovered by the unit assessment 

Any ‘gaps’ in children’s learning are 
reduced which will help children link 
future, more complex, knowledge to 
previous learning. 

 

Inclusion and High Expectations 

We are ambitious for all pupils. Our curriculum is inclusive by design and responsive to 
the needs of our learners, including pupils with SEND and those who are 
disadvantaged. Through adaptive teaching, targeted support and enrichment 
opportunities, we ensure every child can access the curriculum and experience 
success. 

Personal Development and Wellbeing 

Personal development is at the heart of our curriculum. We support pupils to develop: 

• Self-belief, resilience and emotional literacy 
• Positive relationships and respect for others 
• An understanding of how to stay physically and mentally healthy 

 
We enable children to understand who they are, their place in the world and how they 
can use their light to serve others. Inspired by the teachings and example of Jesus, 



pupils are given regular opportunities to show compassion, kindness and service within 
school and the wider community. 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development 

Our curriculum actively promotes pupils’ SMSC development. Through Religious 
Education, collective worship and the wider curriculum, pupils are encouraged to 
reflect, ask big questions and develop their own beliefs and values while respecting 
those of others. 

British values are woven throughout school life, promoting democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance. 

Preparing Global Citizens 

Our wider curriculum supports pupils to become responsible, respectful and active 
citizens. We help children to understand the wider world and their place within it, 
encouraging them to: 

• Embrace difference and celebrate diversity 
• Act justly, wisely and responsibly 
• Develop an understanding of global issues and sustainability 

 
A School Family 

Together, we seek to be a school family where every light is seen, every voice is heard 
and every individual matters. By living out our vision to let our light shine, our pupils 
leave us as confident learners, reflective individuals and caring citizens, well prepared 
for the next stage of their education and for life in modern Britain. 

 


