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          Christmas Newsletter  

Dear Parents, 

‘Do not be afraid! I am here with Good News for you,  

which will bring great joy to all people’ 
 

This was what the angel said to the terrified shepherds on a hillside 

above Bethlehem. The Good News was a ‘Saviour’ had been born. God 

had sent his son to Earth to come and live alongside us to show the 

world that is it better to serve than be served, to love our neighbour as 

ourselves and to bring peace rather than conflict.  

Many churches have a Christingle Service around about this time; it is an 

excellent way of helping us to remember the meaning behind Christmas.  

The orange symbolises the world and the fruit and sweets 

on sticks represent the seasonal wonders of our planet. 

However, I sometimes wonder if it should be a pear in-

stead of the orange in the Christingle. When you think 

about the conflict and arguments globally, nationally and even amongst 

ourselves, it sometimes feels like things have gone a bit ‘pear shaped’!   

This is why Christians believe the true meaning behind Christmas is so important. The 

candle in the Christingle depicts the birth of Jesus – a light 

coming into the world and providing HOPE; God’s son coming 

down to Earth to live among us and show us the way to a good 

and everlasting life. The ribbon illustrates the love and blood of 

Jesus who died on the cross to take our place for all the things 

we do to make this world ‘pear shaped’.   HOPE starts with the birth of a little baby boy 

in a stable 2000 years ago. 

Whether it is the strength in hope from the Christian message world or a 

more secular expectation, all of us can share in the desire for a happy 

and peaceful Christmas for our friends, family and wider community. 

I wish you and your family a lovely Christmas. 

Best Wishes,    Andrew Denham   
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  Shine Star Shine 

 

 

 

 

Murphy and Donaldson class performed their  

nativity play to family and friends. All of the chil-

dren were performing stars on the day, not just the 

one that eventually shone brightly over Bethlehem!  

Christmas Cheer at Standlake School 

Christmas Party Lunch 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed  to the 

Christmas Party lunch. After a morning of  

creative hat making the children tucked into 

some fantastic party food donated by you all.  

Father Christmas 

 

 

 

 

Father Christmas visited  Murphy class to 

read them a story and then delivered  

presents to the children across the school.  

Christmas Fete  

FOSS pulled out all the stops to make sure the Christmas fete 

was a success. As ever, the Cake Team were exceptional  and 

produced some wonderful treats for us all to munch on after 

spending our pennies on the stalls.  

Shake Shop 

St John’s team got the most 

House Points this term so were 

treated to a festive milk shake. 

Well done, St Johns  

Christmas Service  

 

 

 

 

The whole school (along with the ’Not-So-

Wise-Men’) came together at St Giles church 

to retell their version of the Christmas story.  
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Whole School Events  

Bishop Colin visits Standlake  

We were delighted to 

welcome Bishop Colin to 

our assembly. He talked 

to the children about 

what he does as a Bishop 

and why he wears the 

different robes that he 

does.  Bishop Colin then 

allowed the children to 

ask him any question they liked! 

                        Dick Whittington Panto  

 

 

 

 

 

The children had a great time at the panto.  They 

particularly liked the character ‘Cat’ with his funky 

dance moves and also loved the ‘leak/leek’ joke! 

A Moment of Remembrance  

Our school community came together to remember 

those who gave their lives so we may live ours freely 

today. We raised £106.51 for the Royal British Legion 

from the sale of poppies, badges and wrist bands.  

Cokethorpe Cross Country 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to our Cross Country team who 

competed against 7 other schools. Their 

awesome efforts were rewarded with do-

nuts and hot chocolate.  

School Council 

 

 

 

 

     

The school council have been meeting with 

Mrs Menzel this term to discuss how best 

to spend the £500 Tuck Shop money. New 

playtime equipment is on its way... 

Book Club (with Mrs 

Mitchell) have finished 

‘Gordo’ by Jasper Cooper 

and gave it 5/5. Will 

said, “The writing is very descriptive & 

hooks the reader.” Freya said, “The book 

suited our age group and gives a good 

message: treat animals kindly.”  
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Passing A Bill 

Our MP Robert Courts led an interactive  

assembly that helped us all understand how 

a bill is passed through parliament. The 

‘noisy’ House of Commons debated the mo-

tion of just doing sport all day at school. The 

‘wiser’ Lords made some suggested amend-

ments and a final bill was presented to 

Queen Elle! 

Whole School Events  

Piano lessons 

 

 

 

 

 

Fran, Cameron, Emelia, Che and Athena have 

been having piano lessons with Mrs Stace and 

performed to their parents. 

Children in Need 

 

 

 

 

 

We raised £117 for Children in Need coming 

dressed as something spotty 

Shoe Box Appeal  

We put our values into practice by collecting 

over 100 gift-filled boxes for children in 

Eastern Europe and passed them along our 

community human chain from the school to 

church.   

FOSS organised a 

lively disco for the 

KS1 and KS2  

children. There were 

some great ‘shapes’ 

being cut on the 

dance floor! 

PE Filming  

 

 

 

 

Our classes have been benefiting from  

professional sports coaches teaching them 

during their PE lessons. The coaches are  

being filmed to provide a resource for  

future teachers of PE. 
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Class News  

Murphy Class 

Our topic was 'People Who Help Us'. We were very 

fortunate to have a visit from Firefighter John and 

Police Officer Geddert. We got to try on their  

uniforms and learn all about their jobs. We have 

enjoyed pretending to be firefighters, police  

officers, doctors, opticians and even teachers!  

 

Donaldson Class 

We have been looking at Fabulous Festivals for our topic. We have ex-

plored the traditions of Diwali, the history of Halloween and why we 

celebrate Advent . 

Also, we carried out one of our 50 Things to 

Do and taught an adult something they do 

not already know. We took a short walk 

down to Standlake’s Meadow View and 

taught the residents some games, such as 

our class favourite, Top Trumps.  

In science we have been looking at different 

materials. We had great fun practicing how 

to carry out an investigation &  testing 

different materials to see which one would make the best umbrella 

for our ginger bread man in the rain. 

Blake Class 

We have loved learning about the frozen 

parts of our planet! Our designing skills 

were put to the test when we  

constructed igloos out of sugar cubes, 

marshmallows and other materials.  

We finished our Frozen Planet topic with 

a talent show as Sir Ernest Shackleton and his men often performed for 

each other in the Antarctic as entertainment! Wow, what a talented bunch: We sang, danced, 

played musical instruments, demonstrated a golf swing, did some stand up comedy and karate!  
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Morpurgo Class 

Roula Thomas worked with us on our Greek dancing and cooking 

skills – fortunately not at the same time! Greek meatballs and  

Tyropittakia were both on the menu 

and enjoyed by children and adults 

alike. 

We discovered much about the Ancient Greeks way of life from 

their pottery, so had a go at making our own. We designed, sculpt-

ed and painted our pots, using naturally coloured paints, which we 

are very proud of. 

          Dahl Class 

We have really enjoyed our practical sessions for this term’s sci-

ence topic, ‘Electricity’. We have built circuits, used different 

switches, and made a bulb light 

up with a potato! 

In R.E., we learnt about the 

symbolism of the nativity story. 

It was wonderful to have the chance to look around our beautiful 

St Giles’ church and see some of these symbols in a real life set-

ting. Using the card-making skills we developed in our D&T les-

sons, we made a lovely pop-up card to thank the church wardens for showing us around. 

Class News  

Shakespeare Class 

 

 

We have stayed active this term with our cycle training and swimming. We were really proud that  

we all passed the cycling test and that nearly all of us are able to swim 25m unaided. The exercise  

helped us stay alert and enthusiastic for our ‘Early Morning School’ twice a week with Mrs Conroy! 
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Miscellaneous 

Why just two tickets?! 

We have had a couple of conversations with parents regarding the two ticket policy we have for  

families watching school performances.  We thought it might be helpful to share the following infor-

mation with everyone:  

The safety and comfort of children and adults is always paramount. To have more than 120 adults and 

young children in the hall with staging and chairs is the maximum we feel we can have, so we can exit 

the building quickly and safely. Accidents and tragedies can happen in the most innocent and safest of 

places. They are highly unlikely but the consequences of not being prepared is unthinkable.  

We usually offer an afternoon and evening performance to help working parents.  We cannot expect 

our young children to do more than two performances. We would hope that parents who are unable to 

come might offer their ticket to other family members. We will not hold ’returns’ in the office or have a 

waiting list for extra tickets because these would be too difficult to reallocate.  

We try to give parents as much notice about our big performances to help parents plan their working 

days so they can attend the performances. It was nearly two months’ notice for our recent nativity play.  

We do not offer a crèche or child care service run by the staff because they have their own  

families to be with in the evenings. It is our expectation that families can, for the sake of an hour, find 

alternative, neighbourly childcare arrangements. With plenty of notice for our performances we think 

this is entirely reasonable. Siblings will have seen a dress rehearsal during school time.  

We consider ‘babes in arms’ to be children under two years of age who can be sat on a parents lap 

during the performance (so do not require ticket).  We would expect parents to leave the performance 

if their child might be preventing the enjoyment of the performance for those around them.  

We would love to provide more tickets for families but we are a small school with small  

facilities and we would hope that parents can appreciate this.  It is just as frustrating for us when we 

see empty seats but we always have to work on the premise that all the tickets will be used. 

 

Thank you to everyone  who supports and understands us with this difficult policy and helps 

ensure that there is peace and harmony in our school community.  

   

Our chickens have 

been keeping warm 

with their new  

knitted jumpers. 

Keeping them clean 

is proving a little 

tricky! 

The textile recycling bank outside the school 

has now raised £1,540 since it was first  

introduced. This money goes to the Starlight 

charity that brightens the lives of seriously and 

terminally ill children across the UK. Thank 
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Three Cheers for Volunteers! 

Thank you to the following people who have given up their time to support 

our school this term.  

Mr Geddert and Mr Hardy for speaking to Murphy class about the jobs  

Mrs Pountney for running our Gardening Club, Mrs Isard for the Dance Club , Mrs Mitchell for 

Book Club, Jessie Whealy for Art Club, Ms Cuddy for Lego Club, Mrs Conroy for Recorder Club & 

Stuart & Brandon for Football Club 

The Cox Family for all they have done in helping to keep the chickens Glitter, Twinkle and  

Twilight healthy, happy and warm 

Mrs Waltho, Mrs Wallbutton, Mrs Isard, Mrs Walker & Ms Houghton for helping out with Blake 

class at different times during the term 

Roula Thomas for coming in and working with Morpurgo Class and teaching them some Greek 

dancing and food 

Mr Wilkinson-Goff for playing the bugal during our Moment of Remembrance.  

Mrs Smith, Ms Hobbs, Ms Bailey and Mrs Rodgerson for supporting Donaldson Class  

Mrs Bowden, Ms Bailey, Mr Hardy and Ms Hobbs for helping out with the Year 6 cycle training  

Mrs Clarke for helping Dahl class with their village walk 

Mrs Giles and Ms Hobbs with Shakespeare’s swimming 

Mrs Gomes, Mrs Christie, Mrs Clanfield, John and Anne with reading  

 

The parents who contributed to our Christmas Party food and some staffroom nibbles 

Team FOSS. Where would we be without you?! You give so much in time and effort for the good 

of the school and always with cheerful smiles.   

 

Father Christmas and your family of elves.  Your generosity to the school is unmatched. You are 

an example to us all for the love you show to others in all that you do...  

 

‘What if you woke up today with only the things you thanked someone for yesterday?’ 

 
PS. If we have inadvertently forgotten to mention your name it is our embarrassing mistake. Please do not 

think we are not grateful for what you have done.    

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjHuaKXzq7fAhUSUBoKHYneCdEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdianarasmussen.com%2F2017%2F11%2F23%2Fthankful-quotes-for-thanksgiving%2F&psig=AOvVaw1apFRvB5ymEBhB_oC8b


The children of Standlake will reach their potential by belonging to a supportive and inclusive community, 

believing in themselves, each other and Christian values and building on their successes. 

Compassion       Tolerance       Forgiveness        Honesty        Thankfulness       Love 

Term 2 Achievement Book  

Kitty Jenkinson for superb phonics & working really hard on her letter formations 

Ruby Blackler for trying really hard with her writing 

Niall Bowler for teamwork and determination in Gaelic football 

Zoe Geddert for working hard in maths and progressing through the different challenges 

Lawrence Holt for his determination and hard work in our assessments this week 

 

Lily Keane for working hard in phonics and using her sounds to segment and blend words.   

Jack Brandon for trying really hard with phonics 

Archie Massingham for showing a positive attitude and excellent effort in all subjects! 

Henry Bassett for making real progress in science 

Brody Cox for amazing progress in his maths learning this week 

Lottie Todeschini for a conscientious attitude towards her work  

 

Ezra Bassey for making superb progress in phonics and segmenting and blending sounds 

Sophia Burton for being really kind to her friends and helping others 

Kasper Andreasen for showing resilience during our art lesson 

Cara Francis for putting extra effort into all her work  

Harry Smith for making an extra effort to challenge himself in his learning 

 

Annabel Mace for superb work in maths, especially finding number bonds to 5 

Joshua Rogers for doing number 1s up to 100 

Olivia Cross for making excellent progress in maths, working hard & being determined 

Eddie Sutch for solving some particularly challenging word problems in maths 

Lewis Beck for fantastic reading with Year 1 

Lydia Cleevely for her kindness to others 
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Term 2 Achievement Book  

 

Finlee Cousins for making fantastic progress in phonics and using his sounds to read and write 

Freddie Fowler for excellent performance in phonics 

Freddie Isard for his determination and enthusiasm in all that he does 

Emilia Gingell for perseverance, resilience and a positive attitude 

Fenn Melhuish for applying what he has learnt in maths to solve problems 

 

Emilee Townley for making excellent progress in reading 

Mara-Jade Pountney for excellent progress in phonics and always trying really hard 

Abigail Coates for always striving to be the best she can be   

Freya Hill for staying focused and persevering in her work 

Charlie Robinson for wonderful contributions to class discussions 

Zainish Ahmed for always showing our school values and working 

extremely hard 

 

 

Alexander Waltho for becoming more confident in class and trying new things independently 

William Costar for good work in English and learning his nativity lines 

Louie Wall for great progress in his Maths 

Jack Isard for being a considerate and thoughtful classmate  

Zara Bandali for her thoughtfulness and helpfulness in the classroom 

 

 

Tilly Miller for always challenging yourself and persevering to achieve your goals 

Charlie Cleevely for brilliant acting in our nativity & learning all of the songs and lines off by heart 

Maira Ahmed for having an amazing attitude, being compassionate and determined to learn 

Ella Sheehan for being thoughtful and encouraging others in class 

Harry Blackler for challenging himself in his independent learning  

Euan Kelman for a great recount letter to Mrs Conroy describing the trip to the pantomime  
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Reading Success 

 

 

 

 

The following children have read 25, 50, 75 or 100 times since the start of term… 
 

MURPHY: 25 reads: Finley H 50 reads: Elias, Rosie, Mark, Sophie, Kitty, Lily, Annabel, 

Emiliee 75 reads: Tilly & Ella T 100 reads: Ezra, Alexander & Luis 

 

DONALDSON: 25 reads: Ruby, Jack, Oscar C & Josh 50 reads: Frederick, Ferris, 

Charlie, William, Freddie, Darragh, Chloe & Ciara 75 reads: Scout, Rhys, Kyrah, Oscar R. 

Aaron & Olivia 100 reads: Mara-Jade, Harry & Finn 
 

BLAKE: 25 reads: Milly, Olivia, Sammi, Jake & Cameron  

50 reads: Kasper, Esme & Emily 75 reads: Ava, Anna, Niall,  

Milo, Freddie, Archie, Grace W, Kate & Kassia  

100 reads: Grace B, Marley, Abigail, Darcy Louie & Roise 

 

DAHL: 50 reads: Indianna, Cara, Zoe, Sam, Holly  75 reads: Will, Alec, Diego, Emilia, 

Simi Brodie, Jake, Luca & Eddie 100 reads: Francesca, Amanda, Ella, Fynley, Jack & Che 

 

MORPURGO: 25 reads: Zara, Finlay, Harry B,  Connie,  Lydia, Isabel & Elodie  

50 reads: Leif, Amy, Benjamin, Lawrence, & Eleanor   

75 reads: Brody, Amy & Harry  

100 reads: Emily, Fenn, Ellie, Charlie & Freddy.  

 

SHAKESPEARE: 25 reads: Lexi 50 reads: Elle, Zainish & Thea  

75 reads: Jake & Theo 100 reads: Isabella & Georgina  
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Autumn Attendance so far… 

Notes: 

1. Unauthorised attendance is given for holidays during term time, parents not explaining absence, request 

for absence for other reasons declined.  

2. Please call the office by 9am to explain why your child is not in school. If we are not informed your child 

will be marked down as an unauthorized absence 

3. We will be writing to parents in the New Year to let them know if their child is falling into our ’causing 

concern (90-95% attendance) or ‘persistent absence’ (less than 90% attendance) category  

4. We will also be writing to parents where there is concern about consistently arriving late (after 9am or 

3.15pm)  to drop off or pick up their child  

These children have not missed any school since the start of the year: 

MURPHY: Henry, Annabel, Kaleb, Emilee , Luis and Shannon-Rose  

DONALDSON:  Sophia, Finn, Charlie, Rhys, William, Mara-Jade, Olivia, Scout , Darragh & Harry  

BLAKE: Maira, Anna, Milly, Esme, Abigail, Olivia, Sammi, Milo, Freddie, Archie, Cameron , Kate & 

Kassia  

DAHL: Henry, Alec, Diego, Cara, Emelia, Jack,  Samuel, Che, Jake, Luca, Ella, Amanda & Edward  

MORPURGO: Connie, Bailey, Lydia,  Amy, Benjamin, Lawrence,  Fenn, Charlie, Eleanor & Elodie  

SHAKESPEARE: Zainish, Isabella, Euan, Valerie, Charlotte, Theodora, Lexi, Ava & Elle   

Year 

Group 

Average  

Attendance 

Unauthorised  

attendance 

The class average 

attendance last term 

The class unauthorised 

attendance last term 

Rec 95.7% 11 days 95.6% 6 days 

1 97.6% 8.5 day 98.6% 1 day 

2 97.9% 3 days 99.7% 1 day 

3 98.2% 2 days 98.9% 0 days 

4 97.5% 8.5 days 98.2% 4 days 

5 97.9% 8 days 99.0% 0 days 

6 98.1% 7.5 days 97.0% 2 days 

Overall 97.6% 89 days 98.2% 35 days 

 
 
 

PARENTS 

MEETING 

ATTENDANCE 

Murphy 23/26 

Donaldson 25/26 

Blake 22/26 

Dahl 22/23 

Morpurgo 21/24 

Shakespeare 15/16 
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GOVERNOR UPDATE 

  In this Governor's update I'd like to introduce our two new parent governors, Claire Mace & Penny Deeker, who attended   
their first full governing body meeting at the end of November.   
 
Penny Deeker 
“I am the mother of Ellie in year 5, I also have a son Jack who is 13, and 4 step children aged between 23 and 29. We are 
relatively new to Standlake, having moved to the village last summer from Wiltshire, although prior to that I lived and 
worked in Oxford for 11 years. My husband, Bill, and I feel very lucky to have moved here and within a very short time have 
felt very 'at home' both in the village and at the school. Like every parent I want my children to be happy and the best they 
can be and as a parent want to support our school in any way I can to enable them to do the best for our children.  
I was a parent governor for 3 years at our previous primary school and I am a Solicitor by profession and now work as a  
legal recruitment Consultant.  
I am going to be link governor for the provision of sport in the school and will sit on the resources committee which deals 
with a wide range of matters including finance, health and safety and the school building and grounds. I am really looking 
forward to planning the next exciting phase of the schools development which is what we as a governing body are going to 
be focusing on in the up-coming months” 
  
  
Claire Mace  
"I live in Standlake with my husband Steven and 2 daughters, Holly (8yrs) and Annabel (5yrs) who both attend the 
school.  We moved to Standlake 5 years ago with the aim to settle, having previously lived in various parts of Oxfordshire 
and London.  I have a 20 year HR career, obtaining Chartered membership of the CIPD and a Masters in HR along the way. 
I’ve never been a parent governor before, so I have some learning to do myself (I’ve heard there’s a lot of acronyms!) but 
I’m excited, interested and ready for the challenge.  As a working Mum, I fully understand the juggling act and conflicting 
priorities that many families in the village face on a daily basis, it’s hard!  Plus, like all parents I want my children to thrive 
and be happy at school.  I’m going to do my best to bring my experiences and insights to the school and give the governor 
role the attention it deserves. 
I’ve been allocated a new role within the resources committee which focuses on the people side of things.  I will be looking 
at how we can further engage teachers, pupils, parents and the wider village, building on the great work that’s already  
being done." 
 
 
I've also just heard from Rev'd Tweedy that a new Foundation Governor has been appointed, Karen Armeanu, and I'll in-
clude a similar profile for her in the next newsletter.  Many of you may be aware of Karen's delicious jams, chutneys & mus-
tards etc. as featured in the village food fairs! This brings us up to a full complement of governors & is very timely, as during 
January and February we are developing our School strategy & direction for the next 3 years.  We had planned to start this 
at our last FGB meeting, but the chance to have this facilitated by the Diocese using an existing programme at a later date 
was too good an opportunity to miss. Governing bodies are increasingly expected to be more focused on these matters, and 
our regular meetings & activities will be driven by that strategic direction. This will of course be shared once we have  
completed it. 
 
During November the Diocese also did a Governance Review, speaking to Governors, staff, children and parents, and the 
outcome of that will also be used to influence our strategic direction, as will the recommendations from OFSTED and SIAMs 
reports.  
 
As there has been recent change, I'd like to just list all the current governors: 
Foundation Governors - Jenny MacDonald, Hilary Sharrocks, Karen Armeanu 

Parent Governors - Mary Wallbutton, Tom Walwyn, Claire Mace, Penny Deeker 

EPA appointed - Mark Turner (Chair), Louise Weldon (Vice-chair), Jonathan Stevens 

Staff - Andrew Denham, Stacey Conroy, Sue Peachey 

Clerk - Lucy Dickinson 

 

I'd like to wish you a Happy Christmas and New Year from all the Governors. 
 

Regards 

 

Mark Turner   
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Information & Notices  

ANDREWS ACTIVE EARLY MORNING BREAKFAST & SPORTS CLUB 

in association with Club Energy 

The morning club runs Monday to Friday 7.45-8.45am and takes place throughout the school term. The morning club 

is for children in Year 1 upwards.  Foundation children may be accepted depending on the independence of the 

child. Each day costs £4.00. The morning club is designed so that parents have the flexibility to book their child in on 

a regular basis or to choose the morning club on late notice for a specific day. If you would like to book a place 

please contact John directly on 07917444498.  

Vicky’s After School Club (ASC)  

The provision runs between 3.10-6.00pm. The current fees are £5.00 per child per one hour session, £10.00 for a 
two hour session or £15.00 for a three hour session. If you would like your child to attend please contact Vicky  
Hickman on 01993 851883/07887 711454 or email: Vickyhickman1@gmail.com. Please note that the school office 
cannot be used to answer enquiries or communicate to the ASC on parents behalf. Please contact Vicky directly.   

 

 
 

          Spot the difference 

 

Which of these scenarios is most 

likely to lead to a traffic accident, a 

child or parent getting injured and 

unhappy neighbours? 

            Where do you park?  

 

       Please park safely   

 
Please let the office know if your phone number, email 

address, home address or emergency contact  

numbers have changed in the last 6 months. We also 

need to be informed of any new medical needs,  

including allergies and doctors name/address. It is  

essential these are kept up to date in case we need to 

contact you in an emergency and so we can send you 

school newsletters, clubs and trips letters. It is also 

helpful for us to be informed if there has been a change 

in family circumstances. Please note that your email 

address will be shared with FOSS so they can keep you 

informed of up-and-coming school community events.  If 

you do not want your email to be given to FOSS please 

let the office know.   

Free School Meals 
You can get Free School Meals for your child if you or 

your partner gets either: Universal Credit, Income  

Support, Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance, Income

-related Employment and Support Allowance, The 

Guarantee element of State Pension Credit, Child Tax 

Credit, provided you are not entitled to Working Tax 

Credit and have an annual income of £16,190 or less, 

as assessed by Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs. 

If you think you might be be entitled to free school 

meals please provide the office with your national  

insurance number and date of birth and we can check 

for you.  If your child is in Reception, Year 1 and 2 they 

will be receiving the universal free school meals.  

However, please still let the office know if you think 

you are entitled to free school meals because it will 

provide the school with additional funding.   

mailto:Vickyhickman1@gmail.com
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Each term one member of staff will be asked to imagine they are about to be stranded 

on a desert Island*. They are allowed to take eight song tracks, a book and a luxury and 

are asked to give reasons  for their choices. The last ‘Guess Who?’ was Mr Denham. See 

if you can guess who it is this time.  

 

1. Life on Mars by David Bowie. A modern classic. 

2. Piano Concerto No. 2 by Rachmaninov. I will never tire of listening to this. 

3. Romeo & Juliet by Prokofiev. Possibly the most perfect ballet score there is. 

4. Everybody Knows by Leonard Cohen.  I’ve loved Leonard Cohen since I was a child, when I 

used to sing along to his music in the back of the car! 

5. Billie Jean by Michael Jackson. Guaranteed to get me on the dancefloor every time. 

6. Veseli, brate, chasy nastaly by Okean Elzy. This song perfectly captures the sense of hope and 

optimism that came after the Orange Revolution. 

7. Civil War by Guns ‘n’ Roses. Not just because it includes a sample from one of my favourite 

films, Cool Hand Luke! 

8. What’s Going On by Marvin Gaye. Still relevant, still beautiful. 

 

Book:  Encyclopaedia Britannica (in the absence of Google!) 

Luxury Item:  The collected works of Antonioni and the means with which to watch them  

 

                                    

 

 

 

 

* based on the idea of the Radio 4 programme Desert Island Discs 
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Dates and Events  

The Term Ahead 

Term 3 

Monday 7th January INSET Day 

Tuesday 8th    Term starts  

Friday 11th    Dahl class swimming 

Monday 14th    Morpurgo class trip to the Houses of Parliament  

Friday 25th    Dahl class swimming 

Monday 28th   Year 6 High Five Netball Tournament  

Friday 8th February Dahl class swimming 

Tuesday 12th   Under 11 Mixed Hockey Tournament  

Thursday 14th   Big Draw event for some Year 3-5 children 

Friday 15th    Last day of term. Finish at 3.10pm   

Term 4 

Monday 25th February  Inset Day 

Tuesday 26th   Term starts 

Friday 1st March  Dahl class swimming 

Monday 11th   Year 5/6 Swimming Gala at Carterton  

Thursday 14th   Y6 Transition Day (for Bartholomew school) 

Friday 15th    Dahl class swimming 

Tuesday 19th   Year 1 & 2 Dance Festival at Bartholomew school.  

                                          9.30-11.00am.  

Friday 29th    Dahl class swimming 

2nd April   Year 5 & 6 Invasion Games tournament  

5th     Last Day. Finish at 1.15pm 

Clubs next term… 

Monday:     Lego Club 

                      Choir Club   

Tuesday:     Football Club 

                      Dance Club 

                       Book Club  

Wednesday: Art Club 

Thursday:   Go For It! 

                     Science Club 

A registration letter will go 

out in the first week of term. 

All clubs will run  between  

3.10—4.15pm and be starting 

in the second week of term.   

              School League Tables Success  

 

The school league tables (based on KS2  

results) came out a couple of weeks ago and 

we were delighted to see that we are the 7th best school 

(out of 60, so top 12%) in the Witney 

area and 44th best school (out of 304, 

so top 14%) in Oxfordshire. Well done 

to all the staff who have enabled this 

to happen over the last couple of years.  
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