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4 December 2019 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
As you may be aware, swimming is part of the National Curriculum and there is a requirement that 
by the time the children leave Year 6 they are able to do the following: 

• Perform safe self-rescue in different water based situations 
• Swim competently, confidently and proficiently over a distance of at least 25 metres 

• Use a range of strokes effectively, for example, front crawl, backstroke and breaststroke. 
 
At Standlake, we usually have around 75% of our children achieving this requirement. The national 
average is 50%.  We believe that we should all do what we can to see 100% of our children achieving 
it, especially when we live so close to rivers and lakes. The recent floods locally and nationally have 
highlighted how dangerous our rivers can be. 
 
While it is part of our National Curriculum, I am sure you will agree with us that the responsibility 
cannot rely solely with a school and that families also need to consider taking their children 
swimming as regularly as is possible.  
 
For our part, we have reviewed our approach to who goes swimming so that we can ensure that 
as many of our children are able to perform safe self-rescue and swim competently by the time 
they leave us.  
 
From January we will be focusing our attention on the children who need the most support to meet 
the required standard.  We will be using the swimming assessments from last year for this years 
Year 6's and our current Year 5 assessments to identify which children are going to need swimming 
lessons for the rest of the year. Also, as a one off, we will be taking all of Dahl class swimming, next 
Wednesday 11th December in the morning so we can identify, even earlier, which children are 
going to need more support.  This will be at no cost to Dahl class parents, we simply need you to 
return the permission slip below and that they come with a long sleeve top and bottoms (ideally 
pyjamas) and a swimming costume, hat, towel and goggles.   
 
This will mean that there will be children from across the age ranges going swimming on a Friday 
afternoon on alternate terms e.g. Term 1, 3 and 5 with a total of 18 hours of swimming lessons. It 
will alternate so that these children can also benefit from our Friday Enrichment curriculum every 
other term. We will be employing three swimming instructors from the Windrush Leisure Centre 
to deliver the swimming instruction.  
 
Once the assessments have been collated we will let parents know (before Christmas) who will be 
going swimming next term. We will be asking those parents to make a contribution towards the 
transport costs between £15-20 for the term (to be paid by the 11th January).   

http://www.standlake.co.uk/
mailto:office.3127@standlake.oxon.sch.uk


Standlake CE (VC) Primary School 
Standlake, Oxfordshire, OX29 7SQ 

www.standlake.co.uk 
01865 300454 

Headteacher:Andrew Denham                           office.3127@standlake.oxon.sch.uk 

Our values:       Compassion       Tolerance       Forgiveness        Honesty        Thankfulness       Love 

 

 

 
This new approach will mean that some children may not go swimming with the school during their 
time at Standlake but I hope you understand and support this new approach that is founded on the 
belief that all of our children should have the greatest chance of being able to save their life in the 
event of having an accident in or around our local area.  
 
All children who excel at swimming will continue to  
be included in the selection process for the annual EPA swimming gala. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Denham 
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