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Monday 30th March 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

Good Morning!  

 

Thank you to everyone who has given us feedback on the Home Learning Packs (HLPs). It has been really 

helpful. We hope to have arrived at a good compromise that will work for the majority of our school 

community (staff, parents and children). 

 

The new Home Learning Packs are now on Google Classroom for Dahl, Morpurgo and Shakespeare 

classes and on the class pages of the school website for Murphy, Donaldson and Blake. By the end of the 

week we want to have the majority of children using Google Classroom to access their work. This is going 

to be the most efficient way of working in the long term.   

 

We will send out more information to families who are not yet using Google Classrooms over the next 

couple of days. 

 

We will be contacting, today, the parents who do not have the technology to work online to explain how we 

can support you.  

 

 

The HLP Menu  

 

The work activities have been divided into 3 sections: 

 

1. The Musts. This is the priority work that everyone must try to complete so that the children don’t come 

back to school with big ‘gaps’ in their learning: An Extended Writing task, Punctuation and Grammar, 

Spellings, Reading and Maths 

2. The Shoulds. This is the work that we think children should have a go at: History, Geography, Science 

and RE 

3. The Coulds. This is the work that you could do with the children and is important, so they get a nice 

balance to some of the other more formal learning (it is also some of the more fun stuff!):  Art, DT, a 

Language, Music, PE and Computing.  

 

Some of the Musts, Shoulds and Coulds have been differentiated A, B, C (with A being the harder/Gold 

piece of work). Email your teacher if you are unsure which one, they should complete.  
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So, as a minimum there are 4 work activities for your child to do with a maximum of 13.  If you want to do 

more work activities please keep the additional work based around the theme that has been set, particularly 

in the maths and English work. For example: if the children are working on telling the time in maths or 

apostrophies in English, find websites that reinforce this work. 

 

It will be far better to spend a week focusing on one theme or area, do it well, have success and master it, 

than add in other ideas.  The work activities the teachers are setting is following a clearly planned structure 

that will, over time, cover other areas of learning.  

 

Marking and Feedback 

 

We think the children are more likely to do the work at home if they know the teacher is going to see it! So, 

the teachers have provided the answers for the work, where it is appropriate. Send the scores or results to 

the teacher’s email. Please only send one email with all the scores for the different subjects on the same 

day so the teachers inbox isn’t overwhelmed.  Where answers have not been given, you can take a photo 

or scan the work to the email of the teacher, and they will comment on it. Some work can be sent via 

Google Classroom (but remember to click the button that says ‘turn it in’). 

 

Timetable the work 

 

It is important that you decide with your child, what they should do and when they should do it and try to 

establish a daily routine for the week ahead.  

 

We would suggest the following: 

 

1. Look at the HLP Menu together today and discuss what Must, Should and Could be done. 

2. Create a timetable for the week ahead to agree when the work activities are done. You could use 

the one I have provided. Make sure you build in some fun and free time – don’t forget Mr Denham’s 

Challenges! 

3. Remember to be realistic about what you can all achieve in the week. Better to have success 

getting less done than create stress about not getting a lot done. 

4. Perhaps you would like to add in a reward system. For example, a sticker for every work activity 

completed and the more stickers the more reward they get, or rewards based around the type of 

activity completed so a better reward for completing the Musts compared to the Coulds. I have 

included a suggested reward chart on the timetable I have sent you.  

 

http://www.standlake.co.uk/
mailto:office.3127@standlake.oxon.sch.uk


Standlake CE (VC) Primary School 
Standlake, Oxfordshire, OX29 7SQ 

www.standlake.co.uk 
01865 300454 

Headteacher:Andrew Denham                           office.3127@standlake.oxon.sch.uk 

Our values:       Compassion       Tolerance       Forgiveness        Honesty        Thankfulness       Love 

 

 

 

Guidance for communication between school and home 

 

• Use the class email to ask questions and send work into the teacher 

• Use the office email or phone the school (between 8.30-3.30) for all other enquires  

• The teachers will be checking their emails twice a day between 8.30-4.30, Monday to Friday, and 

will try to respond to your email on the day, certainly by the following day 

• Teachers will not respond to emails outside of the 8.30-4.30 time or at weekends 

• Be mindful of the number of emails you send to the teachers. Trying to respond to questions or 

mark numerous pieces of work for 25-30 children is proving a challenge! 

 

Easter Holidays 

 

There is plenty of work that could be done in this week’s HLP that could continue into the holidays, but the 

teachers will also be putting together an ‘Easter Special’ themed HLP which will be ready by the end of the 

day on Friday 3rd April. This is an optional HLP to do. 

 

New HLPs, for the new term, will be available by 9am on Monday 20th April. 

 

Don’t Worry. Stay calm! 

 

We fully appreciate the challenges of having your children at home, trying to keep them happy, busy and 

doing some learning while juggling your own lives so our key message is this: 

 

Do what you can, when you can, where you can 

&  

Don’t put pressure on yourselves or the children to get it all done 

 

I hope this letter helps you understand our adapted approach to the Home Learning Packs.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Andrew Denham 
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